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Salt exploitation from the mineral spring of Hălăbutoaia-Țolici (Neamț, 

Romania) is one of the earliest in Europe. Discovered in 2005, salt production is 
documented from the Early Neolithic to the end of Chalcolithic period (6000-3500 
BC) with an important stratigraphy of 8 m high. In 2007-2010, a different core 
drilling was performed in the salty swamp of the spring and numerous 
palaeoenvironmental studies were realized in the archaeological site. Multi-proxies 
approach around salt spring (sedimentology, pollen, non-pollen palynomorphs) and 
in the salt workshop (micromorphology, mineralogy, anthracology, phytoliths, 
chemical analysis) suggests a remarkable environmental impact since the Early 
Neolithic and highlights salt techniques and human interactions. Salt exploitation, 
pastoral practices and farming are directly in connection with these variations, as 
well as in the background palaeoclimatic oscillations. 
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